rarely the cause, the relationship between syncope and accidents is well known. In 1958, Norman began collecting data on London Transport bus drivers to study medical conditions causing accidents (1).
More than 19 years and 6.3 billion miles later, 54 accidents (1 per 115,000,000 miles) were found to be due to a medical condition. Syncope of undetermined etiology contributed to 14 accidents, 10 of which resulted in a collision. Vasovagal syncope (VVS), present in 20 drivers, caused 12 collisions. To put this into perspective, epilepsy was diagnosed in 18 drivers and caused 14 collisions in this same report (2) . Sorajja et al. (3) observed that 381 (9.8%) of 3,877 patients with syncope passed out while driving; 142 of the 381 patients passed out due to VVS. The cumulative probability of recurrent syncope while driving was 7% over 8 years. Similarly, Li et al. (4) reported that 23 (9.4%) of 245 consecutive patients with apparent VVS fainted during driving. Most had attacks of syncope several times before passing out during driving. Injury occurred in 9 patients and death in 1 patient. In another report of 155 consecutive patients with purported, and subsequently "treated," VVS, 2 passed out while driving and 1 was injured because of it (5). Fifty-two (34%) patients had no warning, 6 stopped driving altogether, and 5 had recurrent syncope over a 22-month follow-up period.
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